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    English 
Ms. K. Medranda - Room #150
kmedranda@yonkerspublicschools.org
914.376.8118
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Introduction to elements of expository writing and research methods through the study of literary texts. Students read and examine these texts in order to formulate essays in several rhetorical modes.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· to develop skills in reading and interpretation of literary texts; to read text effectively and affectively

· to develop competencies in writing, oral communication, and critical thinking 

· to be able to formulate a thesis and develop that thesis into a coherent essay; including introductory, supporting and concluding paragraphs (my favorite!)
· to use grammar, sentence structure and the mechanics of writing correctly

· to access appropriate resources as needed to complete oral and written assignments

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

By the completion of the course, students should be able to:

· Use close reading strategies to fuel analytical discussions of literary texts 

· Respond to a variety of rhetorical situations by composing in different genres directed towards 

different audiences

· Practice the writing process, which includes pre-writing, drafting, and revising in collaboration with peers and the instructor

· Demonstrate metacognition by reflecting on self and growth as writers 

· Demonstrate basic skills necessary for academic writing, such as direct quotation, paraphrasing and citation

· Use and practice correct grammar, punctuation, style and documentation in essays

Students will learn to practice and improve their writing and thinking skills by exploring the different genres of literature through the reading of nonfiction, drama, fiction and plays, and some poetry. Vocabulary, grammar, spelling, and writing styles specific to each genre will be practiced through daily classwork/ homework assignments, research papers and group projects. The journey in this class means we will constantly question the what’s, why’s and how of life through literature; in other words, what it truly means to ANALYZE. [image: image2.png]
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Rules and Expectations:

If you follow the guidelines below, you will have a very enjoyable and successful academic year:

· RESPECT – This class lives by the “Golden Rule”: Treat others how you want to be treated. This includes me, your classmates, and the property of the classroom.  Respect me and our space, meaning absolutely no food/drinks are allowed in class; however, water is acceptable.
· ATTENDANCE – There are 182 days of school; that makes up only 50% of the entire year. This is not enough. Please make a sincere effort to commit to your learning. All students must attend class and are responsible for the material covered.

· If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to collect any missed notes, handouts, and assignments. 

· TARDINESS – My expectation of being on time means you’re ready for the lesson, working on the “Do Now.” Work missed due to excessive tardiness will not be eligible for credit.
· Electronic Devices – There is absolutely NO need for cell phones, Air/earpods or Smart watches to be used during class. Cell phones and Air/earpods are to be stored away until the end of class; out of sight, out of mind. Time is valuable and electronics are a distraction. Complete your work first so you can carry on with your social life later. 
· Homework Policy – Homework assignments will be due the following day unless otherwise specified. If there is an issue, please contact me through email or the Remind app. Late work will be accepted; however, it will only be counted as half credit (50%). Please let me know beforehand of any prior commitments so accommodations can be placed. Should emergencies arise, allowances will be made only when information can be verified. 

· Homework assignments are posted daily on the Remind app for you to reference. Text me if you have any questions/concerns. I welcome and highly encourage parents to sign up as well so they are aware of expectations. 

· Student Performance – Your success (or lack of commitment) in this class will be a shared experience between you, your parents/guardians and myself. Actively check PowerSchool to view your progress. If you face academic jeopardy, this will be made known to you as soon as possible with recommendations on how to improve your grade. I expect YOU to know why you have the grade earned, so please communicate this to your parents/guardians before they reach out to me. Do your part and I will help you succeed!
· Need extra help? Come for after-school help (days and times will be announced)
· Grading Policy Breakdown – 
· Homework: 30%

· Classwork & Participation: 30%        
· Projects: 20%                                                                  
· Tests/Quizzes: 20%

 Total Academic Commitment: 100%
· Participation – Your ability to communicate your thoughts is one way to show your intellect. Share the wealth! Raise your hand and join in. You never know; your grade may depend on it! 

· Subject Matter/Content – The literature we will study will be of mature nature than you may have experienced in past educational experiences. It is vital for every student to be mature and respectful towards the topics, ideas, etc. brought into class discussions. If you ever want to speak to me about it, please reach out and I will be happy to discuss.  

· Leaving the room – There are no more than two people allowed out of the classroom per period. Per Principal DeChent, there are no passes given the last 10 minutes of class. When leaving the room, you MUST sign out and ALWAYS have a pass. 

· Supplies –

· (1) Loose-leaf package (COLLEGE-RULED paper only)

· (1) Folder

· Blue/black pens and highlighter (NO pencils please!)

Recommendations for Success!

· Your behavior and attitude directly affect your performance. Poor behavior and a negative attitude will not be tolerated. 

· During this stage of growing into early adulthood, you should be able to communicate. I can’t read your mind so if you are having a hard time adjusting to expectations or need guidance, TALK to me. 

· Please come prepared with your personal class supplies.

· Ask your peers if they’ve had me in the past so they can share how painful and/or (maybe both?) awesome their experience was. Previews always help!

Note: I would            to meet your parents and/or guardians under all circumstances (hopefully it’s me showing you off versus trying to figure out how you can pass this class). If for some reason, this class is becoming a challenge for the both of us, phone calls will be made and meetings with administration, parents, student and teacher will be scheduled. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
By signing below, I am acknowledging that I have read Ms. Medranda’s syllabus, and I understand its content. I am aware that what I invest in myself on a daily basis, I will profit from by the end of the year. I value my success and fully understand what is expected of me. If for some reason, I am not interested in passing, I will communicate this to Ms. Medranda and accept the inevitable consequences that only make ME accountable. For these reasons, I will put forth my best effort. I look forward to having a great year!

___________________________________________________________

Student Name                                                                                   Date                           

Parent Contact Information:

Email address: __________________________________________

Cell Phone: _______________________________________________
